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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the application filed December 28, 2001. 

2. Claims 1-42 have been examined. Claims 1 and 13 are independent. 

Priority 

3. The priority date considered for this application is December 28, 2001. 

Oath/Declaration 

4. The Office acknowledges receipt of a properly signed oath/ declaration filed 
December 28, 2001. 

Drawings 

5. The drawings filed December 28, 2001 are accepted by the examiner. 

Claim Objection 

6. Claims 5, 19 and 21 are objected to because of the following minor 
informalities: 

Claims 5 and 19: a preposition - to - should be inserted after "corresponds". 

Claim 5 recites the limitation "said location marker" at line 3. This limitation 
appears to lack proper antecedent basis. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "said media storage medium" at line 3. This 
limitation appears to lack proper antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. § 102 
that form the basis for the rejection under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language 

8. Claims 1-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0078456 by Hudson et al. ("Hudson"). 

Claim 1 

Hudson discloses at least: 

generating and storing an enhancement registry for a media selection, said enhancement 
registry including at least time data associated with said media selection and at least one 
communicative link to additional materials (see at least FIG. 4, step 402; it is noted 
that the claimed additional materials is equated with Hudson's ancillary content 
throughout the Office action); 

. associating a media storage medium containing said media selection with a 
corresponding media player (see at least [0002]); 

identifying the media selection (see at least FIG. 4, step 400); 

playing the media selection (see at least FIG. 4, step 402); 

receiving a user input (see at least FIG. 4, steps 404 5 414, 418, 420); 

identifying at least a time marker of said media selection at a time that corresponds 
receipt of said user input (see at least [0033]; FIG. 5, item 500); and 

correlating said time marker with said time data of said enhancement registry 
and activating said communicative link in response thereto (see at least [0033]; it is 
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noted that the claimed time data is interpreted to read on Hudson's time 
code marker embedded in the video stream). 

Claim 2 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
generating and storing said enhancement registry including a plurality of said communicative links 
associated with different stages of said media selection as referenced by said time data (see 
at least [0033]). 

Claim 3 

The rejections of base claim 1 and intervening claim 2 are incorporated. 
Hudson further discloses wherein said communicative link which corresponds said 
stage of said media selection as referenced by said time data is activated in response to said 
user input see at least [0033]). 

Claim 4 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said enhancement registry is generated and stored for a video media selection and further 
includes frame location data associated with a specific location on at least one frame of said 
media selection (see at least [0033], [0047-0048]). 

Claim 5 

The rejections of base claim 1 and intervening claim 4 are incorporated. 
Hudson further discloses identifying a location marker of said media selection that 
corresponds said user input, and correlating said location marker with said frame location 
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data of said enhancement registry so as to correspondingly activate said communicative link 
(see at least [0033]; [0046-0048]). 

Claim 6 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein activation of said communicative link further comprises retrieving said additional 
materials from a local storage medium (see at least [0002], lines 1-7). 

Claim 7 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein activation of said communicative link further comprises retrieving said additional materials 
from said media storage medium (see at least [0002], lines 1-7). 

Claim 8 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein activation of said communicative link further comprises retrieving said additional materials 
from a remote storage medium (see at least FIG. 1, item 100). 

Claim 9 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
storing said enhancement registry for said media selection on a local storage medium (see at least 
[0002], lines 1-7). 



Claim 10 
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The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 

storing said enhancement registry for said media selection on said media storage medium containing 
said media selection (see at least [0002], lines 1-7). 

Claim 11 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
storing said enhancement registry for said media selection on a remote storage medium (see 
at least [0010]; FIG. 1, item 100). 

Claim 12 

The rejection of base claim 1 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
establishing a communicative link between said media player and a remote server (see at 
least [0009-0011]). 

Claim 13 

Hudson discloses a media enhancement system (see at least 0006], [0021]): 

a media player structured to deliver a media selection to a user (see at least 
[0002]; claimed media equated with DVD discs); 

an enhancement registry associated with said media selection, said enhancement registry 
including at least time data associated with said media selection and a communicative link to 
additional materials (see at least FIGs. 3-4); 

a user interface operative/)/ associated with said media player and structured to 
receive a user input at least during delivery of said media selection by said media 
player (see at least (see at least FIGs. 3-4); 
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said media player structured to. identify a corresponding time marker of said media 
selection at least at a time that corresponds receipt of said user input (see at least [0002], 
[0005-0006])/ and 

an activation assembly structured to access said enhancement registry and to 
correspondingly activate said communicative link for delivery of said additional 
materials to the user (see at least [0006-0007], [0021], FIGs. 3-4). 

Claim 14 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further 
discloses wherein said enhancement registry is separate from said media selection (see at least 
[0011], [0030]). 

Claim 15 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Since Claim 15 recites the 
same feature of Claim 8, the same rejection is thus applied. 

Claim 16 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claim 15 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said additional materials accessible 
utilising said communicative link are accessible from said remote network (see at least 
[0007], [0011], [0030]). 

Claim 17 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claim 15 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said enhancement registry is stored 
remotely from said media player (see at least [0030]; [0010]; FIG. 1, item 100). 
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Claim 18 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 15 and 17are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said enhancement registry is 
communicated to said media player, said media player including said activation assembly 
(see at least [0006-0007], [0021], FIGs. 3-4). 

Claim 19 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 15 and 17 are 
incorporated. Hudson does not specifically disclose wherein said media player 
communicates said time marker that corresponds receipt of said user input to a remote 
server, said remote server including said activation assembly. However, this feature is 
deemed inherent to Hudson as [0042] shows that after exploring a hub page 
and any of various sub-pages, a user may elect to return to the primary video 
content at the point of interruption. If the media player does not 
communicate a time marker that correspond to receipt of the user input to a 
remote server, how the interactive video content program knows where to 
return to the point of interruption. 

Claim 20 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 15, 17 and 19 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said communicative link is 
maintained by said media player (see at least [0002], lines7-9). 



Claim 21 
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The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 15, 17 and 19 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said communicative link is 
maintained on said media storage medium (see at least [0002], lines7-9; [0006]). 

Claim 22 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 15, 17 and 19 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said communicative link is 
maintained by said remote server (see at least [0022]). 

Claim 23 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 15, 17 and 19 are 
incorporated. Since Claim 15 recites the same feature of Claim 8, the same 
rejection is thus applied. 

Claim 24 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 

wherein said additional materials accessible utilising said communicative link are structured to be 
selectively delivered as determined by the user (see at least [0011], [0022]). 

Claim 25 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Since Claim 25 recites 
the same feature of Claim 3, the same rejection is thus applied. 

Claim 26 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said enhancement registry corresponding said media selection is structured to be 
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communicated to said media player and at least temporarily stored by said media player 
(see at least [0010]). 

Claim 27 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
including a plurality of said communicative links (see at least [0011], [0026], [0030- 
0034]). 

Claim 28 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claim 27 are incorporated. 
Hudson further discloses wherein each of said communicative links is associated with a different 
time marker of said media selection, said activation assembly identifying a corresponding 
one of said communicative links in response to said user input (see at least [0042]). 

Claim 29 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Since claim 29 recites the same 
limitation of claim 4, the same rejection is thus applied. 

Claim 30 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claim 29 are incorporated. 
Hudson further discloses wherein said user interface includes a location indicator structured to 
identify a location on at least a frame of said media selection, said user interface further 
structured to generate a location marker corresponding a position of said location indicator associated 
with a user input (see at least [0033]). 



Claim 31 
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The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 29 and 30 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said activation assembly is structured to 
identify said communicative link in response to said location marker (see at least [0026], 
[0030-0035]). 

Claim 32 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 29 and 30 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said activation assembly is structured to 
identify said communicative link in response to said location marker and said time marker, as 
defined by said time data and said frame location data of said enhancement registry (see at least 
[0026], [0030-0035]). 

Claim 33 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 29 and 30 are 
incorporated. Since claim 33 recites the same feature of claim 27, the same rejection 
is applied. 

Claim 34 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claims 29, 30 and 33 are 
incorporated. Hudson further discloses wherein said enhancement registry includes a different 
one of said communicative links in association with each of a plurality of said location markers for a 
particular one oj 'said time markers (see at least [0026], [0030-0035]). 

Claim 35 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Since claim 33 recites the same 
feature of claim 27, the same rejection is applied. 
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Claim 36 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said activation assembly is structured to store a plurality of said communicative links for 
selective delivery of said additional materials to said user (see at least [0026], [0030- 
0035]). 

Claim 37 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said additional materials are delivered to said user via said media player (see at least 
[0036], [0041]). 

Claim 38 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said activation assembly is independent from said media player (see at least [0036]; e.g., 
the Windows Media Player™ is independent from the DVS disc). 

Claim 39 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claim 38 are incorporated. 
Since claim 39 recites the same feature of claim 12, the same rejection is thus applied. 

Claim 40 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said additional materials include information material (see at least [0022], [0041], 
[0051], [0059]). 
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Claim 41 

The rejection of base claim 13 is incorporated. Hudson further discloses 
wherein said additional materials include e-commerce materials (see at least Fig. 5; [0041], 
[0051], [0059]). 

Claim 42 

The rejections of base claim 13 and intervening claim 41 are incorporated. 
Hudson further discloses wherein said e-commerce materials are structured to facilitate a remote 
purchase (see at least Fig. 5). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu "Antony" Nguyen-Ba whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3701. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Friday 
from 7:15 am to 5:35 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
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application should be directed to the TC 2600 Group receptionist (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 
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